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Belgium's Lesson (o the World

THE courageous and temporarily success¬
ful defense of their native land by the

Belgians holds out one promise of future
peace in the world. It has demonstrated
that in modern warfare the people on the
defensive have a greatly superior advantage
over those on the offensive. It has shown
that no nation, except it have overwhelming
forces, can hope to conquer another. It
teaches a lesson which, in the future, ain-
bltlftus and land-greedy nations cannot fail
to take into consideration, and will cause
them to think well before entering upon a
war cf conquest.

Scientific Fire Insurance Rate Making

SPURRED to action by legislation In a
number of States, the National Board of

Fire Underwriters, the important body made
up of representatives from practically all the
large stocvl Insurance companies, is widening
its alrea /y large activities to include an ex¬
haustive' study and classification of fires and
lire /isks throughout the country, to the end
th/i rate making may he taken out oi the
h<inds "of the theorist, the Inexperienced and
.the politician, in no less tlegree than are the
I rates of the life insurance companies."

/ The business world asks nothing better
/ than that tire insurance rates shall be based

f on facts, and not left either to "theorists and
politicians" or to the tender mercies of ir¬
responsible bodies of insurance men. The
good old days of unregulated rate making
are just ,as dead for insurance companies as
they are for railroads. Rapacity and unjust
discrimination brought the end in the one
ease no less than in the other.

The Financial Skies Are Clearing

\ l/THOUGH the disasters by which Europe
is to be overwhelmed are still, to a

large extent, within the clouds of war. the
financial skies are clearing, not only in the
United States, but in England and in France.

. The prompt action of the administration in
invoking the provisions of the emergency cur¬
rency act, strengthened by the hoary co¬
operation of the leading financiers of tha
country, who have shown a tine spiri of con¬
sideration for the public welfare, has ma¬
terially and permanently checked the possi¬
bility of a panic. Of the amount authorized
under the Ahirich-Vreeland act. there have
been Issued SUOft.OOO.OOO. and laws recently
passed make it possible to issue, more than
*1.700.000.000 of such currency. By a com¬
mon understanding, our bankers have agreed
to stop further important exports of gold,
and the closing of exchanges all over the
country has prevented any of that ill-advised
speculation that would have tended to create
a crisis.

While, this course of action has largely re¬
lieved a threatening situation in the United
States. It has also alleviated the strain on the
other side of the Atlantic: the Bank of Eng¬
land and the Bank of Franpe have both low¬
ered their rates since (.liebeginning of the
war.
And even those engaged in foreign com¬

merce. who are suffering most from the ef¬
fect of war, have begun to see better times
ahead Few doubt that England will event¬
ually sweep the sea. when, with British war¬
ships protecting ocean trade, the way to many
neutral ports will be open; while, with Ger¬
many bottled up apart from the rest of the
world. American enterprise will find new and
profitable opportunities in the South Ameri¬
can trade. *

Swat Demagogues First.

THF3 New York Commercial, a tolerably
sane paper, believes we need more

business men as officeholders, and cites as
example the bite Joseph Chamberlain, of
England The Commercial also notes, wisely,
that the people are none too apt to elect
business men, since the demagogues will
prevail against them.
One of the great difficulties in recent years

in persuading men of affairs to lend their
services to the nation is the prevalence of
the demagogue Take Paul Warburg and
Thomas D Jones They are extremely high
ami irreproachable types of American busi-
nr~s men Vet the politicians systematically
hectored them, indicted them as though they
were criminals and brought upon them such
humiliation nt thev never bad experienced
in their business careers.

What encouragement have business men to
enter politics under these conditions? They'
may be actuated by the purest ambition to
serve their country, may have a very passion
for service. But if adroit and petty politi¬
cians. men who have never accomplished any¬
thing of note in their entire lives, use them
as targets with which to appeal to public
prejudice and hatred what then."

There can be no doubt, as the Commercial
infimaies. that the leveling advice and influ¬
ence of business men could save this nation
millions annually in administration, and in¬
sure Infinitely more efficiency Bin are the
politicians receptiv te 11:< business man in
public life" I >< thev w; t;t him ? Are th<-\
not. rather, n I r:«. < 1 < i him, preferring to
keep him in the background and placard him

^
as "suspicious" ?

Thefbest way out of :his tnorhid and hurt¬
ful condition is education- education as to
the fitness and honesty of the business man
and . he selfishness an.i t) .. -tent, tiirkf of

the demagogue. if *e aro evc|. |nR fQ
make any progress toward realizing the true
standard of capacity in public life, together
with the elimination of the trickster. m,c
four 11 usher and the player of petty politics.
V m u ,

y cducatlon the importation
oi the business man.

But education comes first. The initial
step is to unmask the demagogue. The rest
should be a simple matter.

Welcome.Old and New Friends!
D K'HA'ONd welcomes with genuine

warmth the old and new friends who
j are gathering here to gain and to .bestow
he benefits of "Better Acquaintance WeolT**

is peculiarly fitting that The Tinna-
i Dispatch should voiec the hospitality thai

a\'° ,1 feo'K> "Heller Acquaintance
eok is the direct outgrowth of its own

efforts along the line pursued in »hV- promo¬
tion of this week of friendliness.

In the summer of 1911. The Times-
Dispatch organized, routed and conducted the
first "Richmond Boosters' Tour." On this
tour went representatives of more than ino
mercantile and manufacturing concerns, who
or a week traveled through the territory in
which their products were sold, meeting

j those with whom they had been dealing for
years, and within that week, gaining and im¬
parting more information than years of trad¬
ing had been sufficient to supply.

So successful in every respect was this
first tour that The Times-Dispatch felt not
only encouraged, but obligated by its sense
or duty to the community, to undertake its
.second -Richmond Boosters' Tour." which
followed in the .summer of 1912. Durin^
thi.s impressive trip it became evident fhat
the movemont thus Inaugurated was of great
civic value and V>f much sectional import¬
ance. and, while the tour was in actual
progress. The Times-Dispatch offered to re-
Inqulsh to some agency of the municipalitv
the development of the plan, which had al-
ready accomplished so much.

Quick to appreciate the value of the con¬
st rucfive idea that had been ottered them, the

Koiili "n !Uort busln0s8 mon of Richmond
.seized the opportunity; the creation of the
trade extension bureau of the Chamber of
Commerce quickly followed, and "Better Ac

The
ntance Week" of 1913 was the result.

1 Week^'wh? i TT1 "n°tter A«iuaintance
lv hi' , ,

will undoubted-

tha'n tl.'tfi \
0VC" 3 larRPr attendance

than that of last year, and will he produc¬
ts e of more good in consequence.

War and Socialism
II- there is a European war of the extent

!to fear I\u?aiio" .wl,ich now reason
to war. it is not impossible that the end will

| see a vastly Increased potency in Socialist
opinions throughout what is called with
paiutul irony the civilized world

j The Socialists have become what is in ef-
feet an international peace partv. While
war-frenzied,mobs were shrieking throughj lie streets ^f European capitals, the Social¬
ists were holding solemn meetings of protest
against a reversion to barbarism. Their pro-

\Z\lrTn th° throat °f a strike, are
ineffective, partly because Germany. Austria
and Russia are actual autocracies, whatever
Hey may be nominally, and partly because
the present generation has a very dim con

CeB°,n ?nh° l,rU0 meaninB °f a Kreat war
But at the close of such a war there would

ject The'fl bit^cr knowledge on that Tub-
he in i

V°r of hlir°Pe,s manhood wouldhe in the grave or limping to it; semistarva-
n would he the portion of most of Europe's*population. The general intelligence h is

\ann for^ar<l *'»ce the days of the First
Napoleon. The world mind of to-day will
iot accept a province or two nominally trans¬
ferred from Emperor A to Emperor b'«
«l»»te return for misery and desoTati n
wrecked bodies and'broken hearts V'ltUnx'

Sllch conditions it is not impossible
(that some great monarchies may become re¬

publics. thal many p,ain nun ^
the economic theories of socialism are re-

j j ignunt. may yet Join themselves to that
pry as the only means available of making

[another war impossible.
nS

No Triumph for Cnrranzn

jJK ('arranza persists in his reported refusal
to permit General Villa to participate in

M*e\icoV<C'ity°' t'h ^ fo^ccs' entry into
,11 n

th0n the "Supreme Chief" of

!«. wt.h,. ti,c (,ci»
military capacity of a first-class sort; in fact
i American eyes he is the onlv Mexican whoHas shown himself able to conduct
opera Ions on any higher scale than is re

j'luired by guerrilla warfare.

j 'f he is left to sulk In his tent while the

a7m^TnrJany a WelCOme '° ''i8 con<l«ering
. . arranza is apt to find (lie fat is in

he fire with a vengeance. For many rears

resell,'^hebalanCe °f P°WCr in Mcxlco" will
*,th ,hp civilian leader who is Hssoei-,toH

ir-.x.wh°
;n.lro .mclooc.r. ...

| . surprlsliiR an)ount
"

7v^r"y ."
Chronological history of Austrian

e"U°.7W °f IT": except when Prhi
"
ce
hn

If those Dutchmen rut the dvkes thom'ii
be sqine thousand soldiers of tiie rcVi^J .

>. .lh. r.o"[rl^,^rrt" "

c&TWww-ssI
nations." a"SHingstock of foreign

Tli.y l.l.el, ... JIr dov(,
« HrVrr''5.80'"1 """" .» "he

¦''>jti is Secretary of State.

ih.
V Fr,'.',1,,h0V f'br<" ln "'elr income t.x;h; ' r....h m.-,v linrl pr.fer.blr |

'"Pi" rla. Of;

.Shu"" »m^'Vh^PrOSre8!lves.Rcc*» of
I R,M rh resident Grant paid no heed.

WAYSIDE CHATS WITH
OLD VIRGINIA EDITORS
"Had season at Baden-Baden," ythe Norfolk

Lrd'-jrr-Dispatvh gravely comments. Olio
more farslghted might find conditions at
Wicner-w u rst.

The Fredericksburg Free Kance, which calm¬
ly remarks. "There Is no alarm In America over
the European mix-up.only regret".does not
abide in a city where rival evening newspapers
issue extras every few minutes with headlines
that scare horses in the stree'ts

Say? the Lynchburg News:
"The Norfolk Virginian-Pilot tells us that

lliey are talking of abandoning the practice in
South Carolina of opening: all political meetings
with prayer, seeing the results have been any¬
thing hut satisfactory. The Virginian-Pilot
objects to it, probably on the ground that things
might have been much worse, hut we cannot
blame some South Carolinians for doubting
this." In Virginia the objections hoard along
this line of discussion seem to have been directed
at the practice of opening prayer-meetings
with political intent.

The Newport News Times-Herald uncallantly
remarks: "We hope England will not fail to
enlist the Pankhurst brigade. Those gallant
militants should have their rights in war as
well as in peace." The cruel comment might
at least he tempered with a suggestion that the
ladies be provided with the latest front Paris
in modish uniforms.

Terpsichore has cast her spell upon South
P.oston. Editor Lacy, of the Halifax Uazette,
gives notlcc that he has succumbed to the lure
of the dance anil may he expected any time
to enmesh his pedal extremities in the weft of
the tune of "Too Much Mustard" or some similar
tango trap. He says: "'The now dances have
at last reached South Boston. Though round
about us the storm has been raging for months,
we have heretofore escaped the new dance craze,
but now it has at last struck us and, from all
indications, we are going to make up for lost
time "

"There seems to be nobody left to stop Europe
from fighting," says the Norfolk Ledger-Dls-
patch. Which seems to Imply that the editor
thinks everybody right. /

Significant of universal trend toward religious
tolerance and the decline of fanaticism is the
alignment of the powers now warring in the
Eastern Hemisphere. That Is the argument
presented in a characteristic editorial by
Brother Showwalter In the Harrisonburg News-
Record. He writes: "That religious ties are
not the strongest that unite nations was never
more strikingly exemplified than In the present
situation between the triple alliance and the
triple entente in Europe. Lutheran Germany
Is supporting Catholic Austria-Hungary, and is

.in turn being supported by Catholic Italy. On
the other hand, Catholic France is behind Pro¬
testant Eng'and, and with Eastern Church Rus¬
sia." Vet wars, like petty politics, make strange

| bedfellows.

Editorial paragraph in the Norfolk Virginian-
Pilot
"By the time a general European war Is over

it will probably be within the mark to substi¬
tute a "C" for a "T" in spoiling both the
Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente."

All right. Assuming that orthography Is still
given a lighting chance in Norfolk, we'll be the
goat What's the answer?

RANDOM COMMENT ON
"DOWN HOME "VIEWS
"We shall see what we shall see," cays the

Wilmington Star. The Belgians have already
shown us.

The Newborn Sun Is no pessimist. "So many
pessimistic and terrifying predictions, ranging
from the end of the world to the reduction of
Its inhabitants to abject want, have been made in
respect to the European war that it Is well to
reflect that civilization is secure whatever the
outcome." it says. "Whatever Is. is right " said
Pope, and In the sense intended It is true.

As with the press all over the country, the
North Carolina dallies and weeklies are filled
with speculations as to the probable conduct
and outcome of the European war. The two
foregoing are samples of the grave and the
humorous comments made. The DurhamX Sun
does not neglect the serious aspects, but finds
some comfort In the opportunities for paragraph-tng. "The map of Europe," it says, "Is now a
moving picture show, with a change of views
every day." The map of Europe has usuallybeen just that. Belgium particularly has be-
longed in turn to the Roman empire, to the
Dukes of Burgundy, to Spain, France, Austria
an.d Holland, with comparatively brief periods'of independence thrown in to add to the variety,Its present independent state dates from the'"London conference of powers" of 1S32. It will
hardly he changed by the present war. but it
will retain claim to the designation of the "cock¬
pit of Europe."

"Tank Gott, I am United States now." the
Raleigh Times reports a recently naturalized
foreigner as exclaiming upon learning of the
outbreak of the cataclysm in Europe. The sen¬timent is echoed by many new Americans, andthe natives are thankful that they arc natives.

A cood citizen is "Mr. Joe H. Carver," of nearRoxboro. "lie reports curing the first barn oftobacco for the county, having made his first
curing last week." says the Roxboro Courier.

"The war news has put th* price of wheatin Newton up to $1.05 a bushel," is Informationgiven by the Newton Enterprise. More proofthat the effects of modern warfare are not
confined to the countries engaged In It.

A North Carolina exchange published an"editorial" w iiicii we have already read infour or five Virginia weeklies.

QUERIES AND ANSWERS
nnlhToy Itote.

What is the highest passenger rate evercharged on the Washington division of the
Southern Rail way" . JAS. M. DOUGLAS.Three cents.

f iimmoii .Name*.
Can you fell me what family names arc the

commonest in the l'nlted States? MRS. L. L.No table has been made covering the coun¬
try as a whole. From the directories of sev-eral of the principal cities the "commonestnames" are given below in the order of fre¬
quency: New York- Smith, Brown, Miller. Mur¬
phy, Meyer, Johnson. Kelly, Cohen. Chicago.Johnson, Smith. Anderson, Miller. Brown, Pe-
t. rson. Jones, Williams. Philadelphia.Smith.Miller. Brown, Jones, Jolfnson, Wilson. Kelly.Williams. Boston.Smith,"" Sullivan. Murphy,Brown, Johnson, Clark, O'Brien, McCarthy.

t'lirlKtlun Science.
Is there an\ difference between ChristianScience and Catholicism? What method of bap¬tism does Christian Science adopt?

MISS ATWOOD.There is so little in common between tfie
two religions which you mention that confi¬dence in the miraculous answer to prayer andthe individual supremacy of the "head of thechurch" would be about the sole points of strongresemblance among the Catholic and the Chris¬tian Science and the Mormon churcl\es. TheChurch of Christ, Scientist, regards baptism asspiritual solely, and recognizes no outwardlorm whatever. It will receive a person from
any other church without questioning his bap¬tism, and will receive members who have ;:everbeen baptized at all.tnake no reference to the
matter of physical baptism.

WHAT WAS NEWS
FIF'TY YEARS AGO

From the Richmond Dispatch Aucust 10, 1164.

The news yesterday was very meagre. All
was quiet at Petersburg; ihl're was little or
no news from Atlanta, and the Paine may be
said as to Mobile. Front General Early, com-
mandlng the Department of Maryland and Penn¬
sylvania, there Is no Intelligence that could
with prudence be made public, though we may
state that those "subjugated Commonwealths"
have not lost any more towns tills week.

General Hooker reached Washington Thurs-
day, and, according to the Chronicle, was sere¬
naded and made a speech about putting down
the rebellion with bullets, bayonets, and so on.

The death of Rev. Daniel "Waldo at Syracuse
N. V.. at the advanced age of 1 OH years, reduce*!
the number of Revolutionary pensioners to

i eleven.
It will he reniGntbeied that a few weeks

since the Confederate government sent flfty-six Federal ofliecrs, including Generals Weasel,
Seymour, Shalor, Hickman and Scammon, to
Charleston, lo he placed hi prison there. Tliey
were placed In all elegant mansion in Hie west-I em part of the city, near the Ashley River,
so far out of range that the only shell front
the Yankee gunboats that burst near them was
one which exploded the day before their ex-
change. They enjoyed themselves in a line
courtyard with games of ball, etc., and also
had a very fine bathhouse at their disposal.
When the Federal authorities determined to
place as many Confederate ofiicers actually
under lire at Morris island, it was rumored that
the Confederate authorities had also determined,
in retaliation, to place these Yankee officers on
the ramparts at Fort Sumter. This rumor came'to the ears of General Seymour, one of the pris¬
oners, who intimated to Captain li. H. Raymond,
adjutant and inspector-general, that probably
an explanation would lead to less dreadful re¬
sults. Captain Raymond informed General -Sey¬
mour and his companions that If they desired
to make a proposition to General Foster for an
exchange, he thought no objection would be
made. The result was a conference, whlcb led
to an exchange of olllcers. The i'onfederates
figuring in the exchange were Major-GeneralEdward Johnson, Virginia; Major-General Frank
Gardner, Louisiana; Brigadier-General GeorgeIt. Stewart, Maryland; Brigadier-General .1. J.
Archer, Virginia: Brigadier-General Jeff Thomp¬son. Missouri: Colonels James X. Brown. South
Carolina: H. M. Barbour. North Carolina: R. W.Carter. Virginia; Norvell Cobb. Virginia; B. 10.
Candell, Kentucky; B. W. Duke, Kentucky; W.J. Ferguson. Virginia: J. M. Hanks. Kentucky:W. II. Peebles, Georgia; It. C. Morgan, Kentucky:C. H. Vandcventcr, Virginia; James Pell, ofForrest's Cavalry, and W. W. Ward, of Tennes¬
see. In addition, there were twelve lieutenant-colonels. fourteen majors, and a half dozenminor officers. As the exchange was completedthe Federal band struck up "Home. SweetHome," and the steamers parted. l.'pon their
arrival in Charleston the Confederates werecordially received, and General Kd Johnson was
presented with a wreath of roses by a bevy ofbeautiful women.

THE PUBLIC PULSE
Editorial Expressions From Leading

Newspapers
1 The Snalh, It* Cotton, nnd the Wnr.

I In the midst of the general steadiness In eco¬nomic and business conditions throughout the
j country, there is a circumstance surrounding the| Southern States where menace may be andj should be avoided by t,he wise conduct of Itsbuslnoss men. reinforced by the thoughtful co-
operation of a practical and Intelligent govern¬ment.

j The South's yield of cotton is about 14.fi00.000bales. «»f this production our own country'smills use fi.000.000 bales. Europe takes theother S,000,000 bales, and of this export Ger-
many and Austria consume 4,000.000 hales andEngland and France the other 4,000,000 baley.I So that the South, within the last seventy hours,j has awakened In apprehension to the fact thatits kingly staple, which has so long been reg-nant In the markets of the world. Is In perilof Its revenues. Something ought to be donestrongly and done quickly to encourage and

j to enable the Southern farmer to carry hiscotton over this period of apprehension anilj doubt. That hero-worker of Southern recupera-tion? should not be allowed to sacrifice hisstaple at ruinous prices in a period of panicland discouragement..New York American.

Irish I.oynl in Hour of Peril.
Evidently John Redmond knew his peoplewhen he pledged Irish loyalty to the British

government in its war against the commonI enemy. Tlu cheerful response of the Irish dockwoil:ers to thv demands of the naval authorities
an I the enthusiasm which the National Vol-; untecrs showed for the reservists going lo thefront indicate that, if old sores could be healed,j there might bo a much closer union ,createdbetween Celt and Saxon than any mere parlla-j mentary link..New York Sun.

.

'ITie t!nnr for Germany.
The great New York dallies have practically.taken it for granted that in the present warGermany is at fault, and have rung the changeson that conclusion.
No one, however, can read the statement tothe Diet of the Gorman Chancellor without being(struck by its apparent truthfulness. If truth¬ful. it makes out a complete cas< for Germany'scontention.
Our sources of information are at this timeof necessity English. Are they unbiased? Arethey reliable'.' li certainly was not proof ofhigh courage, after Germany hail become soj deeply Involved and so hard beset, to throw{England's sword Into the scale with the heav-iest battalions. For myself. i would ratherbitch my chariot to the hluffness of a lloheti-zollein than to the infamies of a Romanoff..Adolph Hecksher In New York Times.

Srlrnee Beyond I.qtt'n Reach.
Our duty a? neutrals In the European warhas been greatly complicated by the inventionof wireless telegraphy. The communication ofInformation useful to a belligerent would hean unneutral service, and the fulfilment of theobligation of the government In this respect isparticularly difficult when the medium throughwhich such communications can be sent is thefree atmosphere, and the stations from whichdispatches may originate, or at which they canhe received or relayed, are numbered by thou¬sands. Government stations, of course, areunder control, and public stations can readilybe placed under official supervision. But withthe many hundred amateur stations near thecopst. from which messages can be flashed acouple of hundred miles out to sea, there Isnothing to be done hut rely on the integrityof the operators or to close them until peaceshall be restored..Philadelphia Record.

Not Talclmr Any Chances. jThe Prince of Monaco makes no ventures inthe present situation. He always believed inletting other, people do the gambling..New YorkAmerican.

Tlie Complete Work In Loveliest.Neither skyscrapers nor statues nor battle¬ships nor history are at all beautiful in themaking..New York American.

Some Day.Moybe. ^His wife toils at her desk from morn to night,And life In summer's robbed of all delight.She has to grind from day to day, while heThe heated term is spending by the sea!
.J udge.

Welcome lo Onr City.Now that Germany has penetrated into Rus¬sian territory/ look oul for the approach of ourold friemls Kremlin, the great bell of Moscow,Vodka. Nljnl Novgorod.. Philadelphia PublicLedger.

Coming and Going I.carters."Who led the army In that recent expedi¬tion?"
"I did," replied General Tamale."I thought the. attack was led by GeneralConcarne."
"It was I who prevented great loss of ii:He led them going forward, but I led the'

coming bark.".Washington Star.

TO THE RESCUE
OM: OK THE HAY'S BEST CARTOON*.

S^rcefcJT1"^

The Trey CF Heart
Romantic Tale by Louis Joseph Vance

'"opyrlRht. by I<onlr ,lo>'^h Vance

By armnctnent with the t"rilv»r«ni Fl'.ni
MunufacturhiK Company. It l« po*-»lb> .>
r»ad The Trey 'H«».irt«" It: l";ie Tlmpnii-patch and also t" see It In plct'ire:- .11tlip Superior Tlifatt» .Synopsis 'if pr-eri-Iiik chapter: A'iRii I.a-.v, n aealthv vnu:iKAmerican, drop* asleep whi Uttnir In aI-mid Oil ..hih WhMi he ;< -. !:<... h <- (nut ..

freshly plucked roc itt h'.* »'bov
nobody Is In th» rno-n fx '

« II'l« puzzled. and inn:i depart!). ! ik1 IIB from il<*i>er rack as he f i'i .11 env op* .i-l-dreed to him ll it-iiv tiothi: k »>. et>t
x trey o( hearts This a i-. (.> his iny-'ll;-catlon

CHAI'TKIl II..SEXBf'A THINK.
As for Alan Law, he wandered home-

wards In a state of stupefaction. "r
could read quilt- well the itu stsage of
the rose. lie would riot pduii forgetthat year-ol<l parting with his lion ol
the Itlviera- "You pay you love trie,but may not marry me.and vn e must
part. Then promise this, that if ever
you change your miti<i, you'll send for
lire." And hvi promise; "I will send
you a rose."

Rut the year had lapsed with never
a sl«n from her. so that he had grown
accustomed to the unflattering belief
that she had forgotten him.
And now the si 14'. had come, hut In

a fashion so strange that he hesitated
to accept It. lie had expected it. It atnil, by post, or perhaps by a strangehand, with a whispered word, whereasthis rose had apparently fallen fromthe celling of an eminently respectableelubl

It wouldn't do to jump at conclusions
and make one's self ridiculous.
Very probably it hadn't come from

carpet of crimson vol vet miifflpd it«
floor, tal! book-casfs lined all lis wall*
with tier upon tier of booH* bound in
crimson «>r black Kroin the topmost

v«r*» pnl«t80ulptured masks peered
down lilsi- ^*>11 bound eavesdropper*,.'1'ini-fly shadowed. distorted, in-
I'ai na litf «1 by the dim. reflected glow
unfiling from a solitary light that
burned iri that li« art of darkness like
a smoldering eiriber.
An electric bulb. Imprisoned In rubyclass. beneath a hood of brass. It was

focused squarely upon the crimson
pad of i black leather-bound desk
blotter, testing on :> <li: k of black teak
wood, whose further edges blended irn-
perceptihly with the shadows.

Kittle. Indeed. was visible beyondthe laditis of that pool of ensangulned
light am! the lonelv shape that brood-
«.'I ovc! It. th«> tiKiirn of an old man,tnotlonless in a treat leather-hound
chair.

HI>| hair was as white as his heart
was black, bis skull sharply defined bytin bleached skin thai Incased It.-sheer and shining, like a cap of silk;
his nose was aquiline, finely chiseled,
his cheekbones high and sharp l.an-
tern-Jawed, hi:; mouth r- <Tnble I asteel trap, a tiiln, vicious line of col¬
orless lips, while his forehead shelved
back shsirply from ragged black brows
that shadowed eyes like live coals.
The rack of his bones, clothed in a

thick black dressing gown, with waist
cord of, crimson* silk, from the thighsdown, was covered by a black woolen
rug. Hands of a ghastly white in-
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her at all. but was just an everydaycoi ncidence.

I'.esides. there was that Trey ofHearts
Now. 'vhat the deuce did the Tre\of ill-arts meanV
When he entered his? rooms it was tortnrt a rose.Just one.calmly orr.a-

menting his dressing table, pinned to aTrey of Ileal ts.
Interrogated, bis valet deposed un¬

mitigated Ignorance of tlie affair.
And when later, lie concluded to sleep

on the riddle before ma kin;? any false
moves, he discovered a r.olitarv rose re*
posing with blushing effrontery uponhis pillow. /
The inevitable Trey of Hearts, it

appeared upon search, had crawled in
between tho covers.
That made three of each.
Alan sat down, lighted his pipe, anil

took counsel with himself, as a result
of which he summoned his valet.
"The Lord " he said, "may love a liar.

But I'm human. Mere's a month's
wages. Clear out before I .thiow
you out."
When morning came. London had

lost Alan Law. No man of his ac- jquaintancn.nor any woman.had re-
ceived the least warning of his dlt-.ap- j
pea ranee. He was simply and suf-
ficientl.v removed from ICnglish ken.
Out-of-doors, high brnzci- noon, a

day in spring, the clamorous 1 if». ofNi-w York running as lluent as <|iiick-
silver through its brilliant streets.
Withln-doors. neither sound nor sun¬beam disturbed a perennial quiet that

was yet not peace.
The room wns like a wide, deep wellof night, the haunt of teeming shadowsand sinister silences. Heavy hang¬ings of shimmering crimson darkenedIts windows and masked its doors, a

rjamr-' ¦ 'I'lii'i ¦"¦'nail¦¦ 'iim n m?<
yeur-old imrlliiK ivltti hit rohc."

terlaced their (1 users upon his h^som.
H< .stared unblinking at the crimsonblotter; :i man seven-eighths dead,
eoinpletelj paralyzed but for his head
and lila b-tt arm.
A figure of savaee patience, lie ?at

.vailing.waiting now as lie bad wait¬
ed for years on end, for so lone that
those who knew him had well-nighforgotten that Seneca Trine had once
been as vital a creature as ever lived
and loved and walked this good green
earth.

Presently a faint clicking slpnaldisturbed the stillness. Seneca Trine
put forth his left hand and touched
with its bony forefinger one of a row
of crimson buttons imbedded in thedesk. Something else clicked.thistime a latch. There was the faintestpossible noise of a closing door, thehanding swayed and rustled, and asmallish man, dressed allogether inblack, stole noiselessly into the light,paused beside the desk and waited
respectfully for leave to speak.
The voice of Seneca Trine rang like

a bell in the silence, a weirdly deepand sonorous voice to issue from thatfrail, wasted frame.
"Well?'
"A telegram. slf'.from England.""Give it me!"
The old man seized the sheet of yel¬low paper, scanned it hungrily, and

crushed it in his tremulous claw with
a gesture of uncontrollable emotion.Ilia voicc rang with exultation whennext he spoke.

''Send my daughter Judith here!"
The servant stopped backward Intothe shadows and disappeared.

[Continued To-morrowl


